
A Welcome 
Love is born 

With a dark and troubled face 
Where hope is dead 

And in the most unlikely place 
Love is born, 

Love is always born. 
-Leunig- 

We stand and sing 
1. It came upon the midnight clear,  
that glorious song of old,  
from angels bending near the earth,  
to touch their harps of gold:  
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to 
men,  
from heavens all gracious King!”  
The world in solemn stillness lay,  
to hear the angels sing.  
 
 2. Still through the cloven skies  
they come,  
with peaceful wings unfurled;  
and still their heavenly music floats,  
o’er all the weary world:   
above its sad and lowly plains,  
they bend on hovering wing,  
and ever o'er its Babel sounds,  
the blessed angels sing. 
  
 3. O ye beneath life’s crushing load,  
whose forms are bending low,  
who toil along the climbing way,  
with painful steps and slow;   

look now, for glad and golden hours,  
come swiftly on the wing;  
Oh rest beside the weary road,  
and hear the angels sing.   
 
 4. For lo! the days are hastening on,  
by prophets seen of old,  
when with the evercircling years,  
shall come the time foretold,   
when the new heaven and earth  
shall own,  
the Prince of Peace, their King,  
and the whole world  
send back the song,  
which now the angels sing.  
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The Gathering 
Loving God…   
…we are hungry for your good news. 
Amen. 
 
 
We are seated for The Confession 
Loving God, in whom love was born to us 
as a baby…our need to live graciously. 
You, Lord, were born for our salvation. 
Lord have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy. 
You came to bring wholeness and peace. 
Christ have mercy.  
Christ have mercy 
You came to bring light into the darkness 
of our lives. 
Lord have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy. 
May the almighty God… now and for ever.  
Thanks be to God, Amen. 
 
We sing The Gloria 

 
 
We are seated for  
The Prayer for This Night 
At this moment…  but now, in our hearts.  
Amen. 
 
A Reading from Isaiah 9: 2-7 
After the reading… Hear what the Spirit is 
saying to the Church 
Thanks be to God. 

 

We stand and sing  
1. Hark! the herald angels sing  
glory to the newborn King;  
peace on earth and mercy mild,  
God and sinners reconciled:  
joyful, all ye nations, rise,  
join the triumph of the skies,  
with the angelic host proclaim,  
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’  
 Hark! the herald-angels sing  
glory to the newborn King. 
  
 2. Christ, by highest heaven adored,  
Christ, the everlasting Lord,  
late in time behold him come,  
offspring of a Virgin’s womb!  
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,  
hail, the incarnate Deity!  
Pleased with us in flesh to dwell,  
Jesus, our Emmanuel.  
Hark! the herald-angels sing  
glory to the newborn King.  
 
 3. Hail, the heaven-born  
Prince of Peace!  
Hail, the Son of Righteousness!  
Light and life to all he brings  
risen with healing in his wings;  
mild he lays his glory by,  
born that man no more may die,  
born to raise us from the earth,  
born to give us second birth.  
Hark! the herald-angels sing  
glory to the newborn King.  
  
 We remain standing for The Gospel 
Tonight love is born. Alleluia! 
Tonight the Savior has come: Alleluia! 
Today the angels sing on Earth: Alleluia!  
Glory to God in the Highest!i 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Luke.  
Glory to you, O God. 
At the conclusion of the gospel: 
This is the Gospel of Christ 
Praise to you, O Christ  
 
 
 
 
 
 



We are seated for The Sermon 
…Of scars and stars 

 
 
The Prayers of the People 
At the conclusion of the prayers we sing 
Lord’s Prayer in Maori 
 
Kua akona nei tātou e tō tātou Ariki, 
ka waiata tātou  
E tō mātou Matua i te rangi 
Kia tapu tōu Ingoa. 
Kia tae mai tōu rangatiratanga. 
Kia meatia tāu e pai ai 
ki runga ki te whenua, 
kia rite anō ki tō te rangi. 
Hōmai ki a mātou āianei 
he taro mā mātou mō tēnei rā. 
Murua ō mātou hara, 
me mātou hoki e muru nei 
i ō te hunga e hara ana ki a mātou. 
Aua hoki mātou e kawea kia 
whakawaia; 
engari whakaorangia mātou i te kino: 
nōu hoki te rangatiratanga, te kaha, 
me te korōria, 
Āke āke āke.   Āmine. 

We stand for The Peace 
This holy night…The Peace of the Lord be 
always with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
We remain standing and sing    
1. O little town of Bethlehem,  
how still we see thee lie!  
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep  
the silent stars go by.  
Yet in thy dark streets shineth  
the everlasting light;  
the hopes and fears of all the years  
are met in thee tonight.  
 2. O morning stars, together  
proclaim the holy birth,  
and praises sing to God the King,  
and peace to all the earth.  
For Christ is born of Mary;  
and, gathered all above,  
while mortals sleep, the angels keep  
their watch of wondering love.  
  
3. How silently, how silently,  
the wondrous gift is given!  
So God imparts to human hearts  
the blessings of his heaven.  
No ear may hear his coming;  
but in this world of sin,  
where meek souls will receive him, 
still the dear Christ enters in.  
  
4. O holy child of Bethlehem,  
descend to us, we pray;  
cast out our sin, and enter in,  
be born in us today.  
We hear the Christmas angels  
the great glad tidings tell:  
O come to us, abide with us,  
Our Lord Emmanuel.  
 
Offertory Prayer 
Source of Love… gratefully we pray, 
Amen  
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
…The Lord is here. 
God’s Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 



It is right to offer thanks and praise. 
It is right indeed… 
For ever praising you and singing: 
Holy Holy Holy God 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full  
of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in  
the name of the Lord, 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 
All glory and thanksgiving …  
do this as often as you drink it,  
to remember me. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ; 
Your death we show forth; 
Your resurrection we proclaim; 
Your coming we await; 
Amen! Come Lord Jesus. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit… 
…now and forever. Amen 
 
We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body,  
for we all share the one bread. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
God of starlight…Gratefully we pray, 
Amen. 
We stand and sing 
1. O come, all ye faithful,  
joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;  
come and behold him,  
born the King of angels:  
  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  

 

Christ the Lord.  
  
2. God of God,  
Light of Light,  
lo, he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;  
very God, begotten, not created:  
   
3. Sing, choirs of angels,  
sing in exultation,  
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;  
‘Glory to God in the highest’:  
   
4. Yea, Lord, we greet thee,  
born this happy morning,  
Jesu, to thee be glory given;  
Word of the Father,  
now in flesh appearing:  
 
The Blessing 
 

May the guiding star light your way. 
May you wonder with the shepherds 

And worship with the wise men. 
May you travel in faith 
To your journey’s end 
May the love which is  

the holy Child of Bethlehem 
Be born in your heart this Christmas time, 

And may you find  
that love is always born- 

Under stars and under scars- 
Here and everywhere. 

 
The Postlude 
 
Thank you for attending worship with us 

his holy night. 
                                                           


	A Welcome
	Love is born
	With a dark and troubled face
	Where hope is dead
	And in the most unlikely place
	Love is born,
	Love is always born.
	-Leunig-
	We stand and sing

